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within the definition of a drug in sec-
tion 201(g)(1) of the act. Sunscreen ac-
tive ingredients affect the structure or
function of the body by absorbing, re-
flecting, or scattering the harmful,
burning rays of the sun, thereby alter-
ing the normal physiological response
to solar radiation. These ingredients
also help to prevent diseases such as
sunburn and may reduce the chance of
premature skin aging, skin cancer, and
other harmful effects due to the sun
when used in conjunction with limiting
sun exposure and wearing protective
clothing. When consumers see the term
‘“‘sunscreen’’ or similar sun protection
terminology in the labeling of a prod-
uct, they expect the product to protect
them in some way from the harmful ef-
fects of the sun, irrespective of other
labeling statements. Consequently, the
use of the term ‘‘sunscreen’ or similar
sun protection terminology in a prod-
uct’s labeling generally causes the
product to be subject to regulation as a
drug. However, sunscreen ingredients
may also be used in some products for
nontherapeutic, nonphysiologic uses
(e.g., as a color additive or to protect
the color of the product). To avoid con-
sumer misunderstanding, if a cosmetic
product contains a sunscreen ingre-
dient and uses the term ‘‘sunscreen’ or
similar sun protection terminology
anywhere in its labeling, the term
must be qualified by describing the
cosmetic benefit provided by the sun-
screen ingredient.

(b) The qualifying information re-
quired under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion shall appear prominently and con-
spicuously at least once in the labeling
in conjunction with the term ‘‘sun-
screen’ or other similar sun protection
terminology used in the labeling. For
example: ‘“‘Contains a sunscreen—to
protect product color.”

[64 FR 27693, May 21, 1999]
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Subpart A—General Provisions

§701.1 Misbranding.

(a) Among representations in label-
ing of a cosmetic which render such
cosmetic misbranded is a false or mis-
leading representation with respect to
another cosmetic or a food, drug, or de-
vice.

(b) The labeling of a cosmetic which
contains two or more ingredients may
be misleading by reason (among other
reasons) of the designation of such cos-
metic in such labeling by a name which
includes or suggests the name of one or
more but not all such ingredients, even
though the names of all such ingredi-
ents are stated elsewhere in the label-
ing.

§701.2 Form of stating labeling re-
quirements.

(a) A word, statement, or other infor-
mation required by or under authority
of the Act to appear on the label may
lack that prominence and conspicuous-
ness required by section 602(c) of the
Act by reason (among other reasons)
of:

(1) The failure of such word, state-
ment, or information to appear on the
part or panel of the label which is pre-
sented or displayed under customary
conditions of purchase;

(2) The failure of such word, state-
ment, or information to appear on two
or more parts or panels of the label,
each of which has sufficient space
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